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AFRICAN LITERATURE ASSOCIATION 


The March 17, 1975 issue of The Raq (a characteriza- 
tion of which is contained in the appendix hereto) contained 
an article which was written with the assistance of "Dennis 
Brutus, chairperson of the African Literature Conference." 


The article states that “well known peets and authors" 
will meet at Austin this week to commemorate the fifteenth ? 
Yee a8 


anniversary the nis, ena eshech ican Masacre. The | 
article lists #@ysmene/Sembene, Vihaks Nusaisi Xe inva 
chebea Dennisr 5 ~WayleASoylinka, AMazisi Euntne, Kali 
Meshali,\and WsllyXSerote, who are described 


azuri,/AQswal 

S "a-group of Africa‘s/leading_créative artists_and scholars" 

as speakers during the Symposium on uth African Literature, i 

March 20 - 22. Depass me BRUTHS , : i 
Te article includes two peems by BFUtUS including : a 

one which is a tribute to the Palestine Liberation Organization | 

(a characterization of which is contained in the appendix 

hereto) (PLO) based cn the speech of Yassir Arafat to the United 

Nations General Assembly. 


The March 19, 1975 issue of the Daily Texan, a 
student newspaper at the University of Texas, Austin, Texas 
(UTAT} contained an article headlined, "Seminar Features 
African Writers" which is concerned with a symposium on 
South African Literature commencing on Thursday. The article 
states that over 100 writers and scholars from the United 
States and abroad are expected to attend. 


| Speakers for Thursday are listed as Mazisi Kunene, a a 

Zulu poet and playwright, and Cosmos Pieterse, Additionally 
films by Sembene Ousmane, a French-African film maker will 
be shown. 
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AFRICAN LITERATURE ASSOCIATION 


The March 20, 1975 issue of the Daily Texan, supra, 
contains two articles in reference to the conference: . 


One article is a "Guest Viewpoint" headlined "Rally 
to protest South African racism." The article is written 
by a member of the Committee to Opposs Racism and 
Apartheid (a student organization at tne UTAT). The article 
concerns itself with the Sharpeville Massacre and the de- 
velopment of South Africa since that date. The article econ- 
cludes with an announcement of a rally on Thursday to be 
heid on the UTAT campus and an invitation to the conference 
guests to attend. 


_ The other article, headlined “African Poets to 
Speak," ‘Symposium Features Seminars, Films,' contains a 
schedule of seminars and tentatively scheduled speakers. 


In reference to Kunene, supra, the article states 
that he now resides in London, after being exiled from South 
Africa because of anti~apartheid writings. 


Another speaker is Ezekiel Mphahlele who was exiled 
in 1957 for his anti-apartheid beliefs. He is described as. 
a novelist, essayist, autobiographer and founder of Chemchemi, 
a cultural institution in Kenya for writers and artists. 


Other speakers listed are Oswald Mt ali, Mongane 
Wally Serote, Keorapetse Kgositsile, and Dr. nnis Brutus. 


Saturday's speaker is listed as}Gosmo eterse. Tegas 
emt 


The article states that the inaugural meéking of 
the African Literature Association (ALA) will be held 
Saturday and that it:was formed at an African Studies 
Conference held in Chicago in November, 1974, 


The March 21, 1975 issue of the Daily Texan, supra, 
contains an article headlined, "Rally Focuses on Apartheid," 
"South Africans Commemorate. Sharpeville Massacre." This 
article contained a commentary concerning the Sharpeville 
Massacre on March 20, 1960. Following the commentary on 
the massacre, Dennis Brutus spoke briefly concerning the 
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AFRICAN LITERATURE ASSOCIATION 


lack of American capital in South Africal which he alleged , 
was withdrawn by American corporations in fear of a black 
take-over. Brutus is quoted as follows: "We are committed 
to freedom. We are asking you to join us by waging a 
struggle in this country, just as we must wage the struggle 
in ours." 


Oswald Mtshali spoke at the rally and’ stated, "You 
cannot be free while another part of the human race is still 
living in bondage. Every person must be the master of his 
own fate." 


nother speaker at the rally was the Africak sculptor 
itika PAWNtula. TC O48 


The article ates that on Friday evening Brutus, 
Ntula, Mtshali, CecilAAbraham, a professor at Bishop . 
University in _Canada/ atid other South African artists will 
take part in poetry reading. Je P68 
en 


In addition, the University of Texas News and 
Information Service issued other press releases. 


One press release stated that KUT-FM, the University 
of Texas public radio station would broadcast sessions of the 
symposium on contemporary South African literature. A second 
release listed the films to be shown. 


Another press release lists the publications which 
would be given to persons who paid the registration fee at 
the conference. : j 


The 1974-1975 Faculty-Staff Directory, UTAT, lists 
Dennis V. Brutus as visiting professor of English with an 
address of 18 Hilton Avenue. 


On March 24, 1975, a source advised that Dr. Dennis Y 
Brutus was the primary organizer of the conference. He is a 
visiting professor from Northwestern University. He has 
traveled to China. Source stated that Dr. Brutus is attempting 
to obtain an H-l visa and is currently out of status at the 
U. S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS}. 
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The March 31, 1975 issue of The Rag, supra, con- 
tained an article reviewing the two movies shown during the 
conference. The article also contained a portion of the 
statement of Chinua Achebe during one of the sessions of 
the conference. 


Achebe stated in part: 


“But South Africa is like a cancer that does not 
respond to treatment! A colony of the West, like other 
colonies which grew on the body of the continent and have 
now been cut out. The dey is coming for the big operation ceoe 


"You have it here as we did: among writers and prs- 
gressive youth one could find the word 'commitment' used as 
a cliche. Here it is "leftist" or progressive" or "“under- 
ground" perhaps. In the story "The Beautiful Ones," one of 
people says "I am committed to social change." TI try to 
see how empty that phrase is. 


"Committed to what? What social change does one mean? 
Concentration on details of reform programs while genocide 
goes on in the society as a whole? 


"At worst, such phrases hide their opposites. 
Hatred, power-hunger, opportunism and oppression can be 
called "liberal" or "progressive" or anything." 
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TEE RAG (self described) 


The Rag is put out by the collective ef- 
forts of about a dozen people each week - 
not always the same dozeneece 


Our ideo'ogies vary, but we are all com- 
mitted to helping increase the power of 
individuals to control their ow lives 
and to reach out to helpad touch each 
other. We feel a community newspaper is 
an important tool in that effort..e 


Something else that ought to be said about 


The Rag is that it is, in intention, a 
commonity newspaper. 
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Palestine Liberation Organization (PLOY was 
1364 and ts as a coordinating hody 
roups. The 
t Liitary arm and 
(PLE) is its commando arm, 


the Palest: 
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